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The Black Hawk Trail Near Montgomery, 
Aurora, Illinois 



By Charles A. Love 

Aurora, Illinois, March, 1917. 
Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, 

Secretary Illinois State Historical Society, 
Springfield, Illinois. 
Dear Madam: 

I am inclosing in a package by mail the legend and lines 
^*0n Black Hawk Trail," and the photograph of the trail and 
of the school children from two rooms of the Beaupre School 
of Aurora. 

Please to accept my thanks for the Journal containing 
the illustration of the granite rock on Prairie Street in 
Aurora. Perhaps in another issue you will print the plate of 
Turkey Creek Crossing, the companion picture of the Granite 
Rock. 

The highway commissioners for the Township of Aurora 
will place a large boulder by the side of the Church Road, 
where the trail from Skunk's Grove and the north trail from 
Naperville, the trail over which Colonel Osbourne's regiment 
of regulars passed to the Chin-e-nock-quake Crossing of the 
Fox River, in the north part of this city, when the regiment 
went to Beloit, in the Black Hawk War. These two trails 
join at the Church Road. This north trail is the one over 
which Paymaster's party went to the Massacre, the other over 
which Hon. George M. HoUenback's father came with the 
ten Friendlies. 

If wished, I can write out the details in extenso, and have 
a photograph made at the placing of this boulder. 

Very truly yours, 

Chas. a. Love. 
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Black Hawk Trail, Near Montgomery, Aurora, Illinois 

During the Black Hawk War, 1832, Gen. Winfield Scott, 
commander-in-chief of the armies of the United States, 
brought six companies of artillery from Fort Monroe, and 
were joined bj^ three other companies from other places on 
the way to Chicago. 

These troops came by way of New York, and the Great 
Lakes, and while on the lakes, were attacked by cholera, and 
remained at Chicago for many days. 

General Scott and staff preceded the troops to the scene 
of action, over what has been known as the Black Hawk Trail, 
to Fort Naper, now Naperville, passing near Montgomery, 
on the way to Galena, to take command of the forces there. 

Fort Naper was private property, bnt on public land. The 
land had not yet been surveyed. The two brothers, lake cap- 
tains, John and Joseph Naper, built the fort out of hewn logs, 
in 1831. The site had been selected in 1830. 

After reaching Chicago, the troops were commanded by 
Lieut.-Col. Abram Eustis. After recovering some from the 
cholera, the troops were moved out toward Naperville, and 
later, as described by Rufus Blanchard, went to Beloit, Wis- 
consin, and from there to Fort Armstrong. The three graves 
at Five Islands, near St. Charles, are from this troop. 

This trail, taken by General Scott through Montgomery, 
was the first stage and mail route from Chicago, to Dixon and 
Galena, and before the Black Hawk War, and before Aurora 
was settled. 

In 1828, Ansel Kimball, father of Charles S. Kimball, and 
Justice George W. Kimball, sold his trading house at the forks 
of this trail on this ridge for $400.00, and went back to Ohio, 
but returned at a later date to Oswego, Illinois. 

Oh, River Dale, fair River Dale, 

A spring on Black Hawk Trail ; 
This fairy land, in Scott's command. 

Profaned by bloody hand. 
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This wooded way, one summer's day, 

Behold a soldier band ; 
And general's staff, a troop by half. 

Of Enstis' on the way. 

This hero troop, by trail and sloop, 

Had come from far away. 
To save the boys of Illinois, 

And keep their homes from flames. 

We'll not forget the sacred debt, 

We owe to Shabbonee ; 
That awfnl ride, on prairie wide. 

To warn the folks to flee. 

Then by this trail, with honor hail, 

The glory of the flag ; 
And by this stream, let Freedom gleam 

From every honest eye. 



